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Elementary Field Practicum Experience 
[bookmark: _GoBack]An individualized education program (IEP) refers to a program or plan that is aimed at ensuring that children with disabilities receive specialized instruction and other related services in a secondary or elementary education institution. The US Department of Education (n. d.) has implemented guidelines that are aimed at ensuring that important stakeholders adhere to the rules and regulations regarding providing IEP for children with disabilities. Such stakeholders include parents, educators, local education agencies, and state education agencies among others. The implementation of IEP is protected by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (The US Department of Education, n. d.). As a result of this, failure to implement the program can be punishable by law. 
Being aware of the requirements for IEP can ensure that stakeholders follow the right procedures in supporting students with disabilities. In the case of high school, students with disabilities can receive public school services for free until a reevaluation is conducted to determine if a student will still require special education (Open Doors for Multicultural Families, 2018). If students graduate from high school, they lose their eligibility for special services. In the case of transition services for students receiving special education, it is available for students aged 18-21 years (Open Doors for Multicultural Families, 2018). However, such students must remain eligible for special education services. 
In some instances, parents, caregivers, and other stakeholders might require an advocate for a special education child. The purpose of an advocate is to guide them through the IEP process (Lee, n. d.). However, finding a special education advocate can be stressful. Different factors should be considered when looking for an advocate. For example, a parent should be clear about why he or she needs an advocate and develop criteria for choosing one (Lee, n. d.). Apart from this, the potential advocates should be interviewed to ensure that the right services are provided. 
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